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Shift Change
The ascent stage of a two-stage lander soars through the tenuous Martian atmosphere on the first leg of a long

trek home. This Mars outpost crew has just completed many months exploring the surface of Mars and is

headed toward a rendezvous with an orbiting vehicle that will return them to Earth. This equatorial base,

located near a tributary of Valles Marineris, is in the vicinity of the Viking I landing site.  These future missions

of discovery and exploration will employ humans where their capabilities are unique and critical: physical

adaptability, intellectual flexibility, capacity for innovation and ability to inspire. Today’s youth will watch

humans explore Mars in their lifetimes and will see the understanding of the universe expand through

discoveries we have not yet imagined.
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